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F O R E W O R D

T h e f o l l o w i n g i s t h e t r a n s c r i p t o f a n o r a l h i s t o r y i n t e r v i e w

r e c o r d e d o n m a g n e t i c t a p e . S i n c e o n l y m i n o r e m e n d a t i o n s h a v e

been made, the reader should consistently bear in mind that he

i s r e a d i n g a t r a n s c r i p t o f t h e s p o k e n r a t h e r t h a n t h e w r i t t e n

w o r d . A d d i t i o n a l l y , n o a t t e m p t t o c o n fi r m t h e h i s t o r i c a l

a c c u r a c y o f t h e s t a t e m e n t s h a s b e e n m a d e . A s a r e s u l t , t h e

t r a n s c r i p t r e fl e c t s t h e i n t e r v i e w e e ' s p e r s o n a l r e c o l l e c t i o n s

o f a s i t u a t i o n a s h e r e m e m b e r e d i t a t t h e t i m e o f t h e i n t e r v i e w.

E d i t o r i a l n o t e s a n d a d d i t i o n s m a d e b y C A P h i s t o r i a n s a r e e n

c l o s e d i n b r a c k e t s . I f f e a s i b l e , fi r s t n a m e s , r a n k s , o r t i t l e s

are a lso prov ided. Any addi t ions, de le t ions and changes sub

s e q u e n t l y m a d e t o t h e t r a n s c r i p t b y t h e i n t e r v i e w e e a r e n o t

i n d i c a t e d . R e s e a r c h e r s m a y w i s h t o l i s t e n t o t h e a c t u a l i n t e r

v i e w t a p e p r i o r t o c i t i n g t h e t r a n s c r i p t .



S U M M A R Y O F C O N T E N T S

In th is o ra l h i s to ry in te rv iew, Mr. Mar ion F. Park inson speaks
candid ly and in terest ing ly of h is Wor ld War I I exper ience as a
p i l o t a n d t h e E n g i n e e r i n g O f fi c e r f o r C i v i l A i r P a t r o l C o a s t a l
P a t r o l B a s e 11 d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d J u n e 1 9 4 2 - A u g u s t 1 9 4 3 .

The in terv iew beg ins wi th h is ear ly exper iences in av ia t ion and
c o n t i n u e s o n t h r o u g h h i s s e r v i c e a t B a s e 11 a n d c o n t i n u e s u n t i l
his permanent relocation from his home in Iowa to Pascagoula,
Miss iss ipp i . Mr. Park inson d iscusses many o f the obs tac les
e n c o u n t e r e d i n h i s o p e r a t i o n s a s a n E n g i n e e r i n g O f fi c e r o f a
t o ta l l y c i v i l i an o rgan i za t i on pe r f o rm ing wha t wou ld no rma l l y
be a mi l i tary combat mission. He also recounts one of the epic
struggles to "keep them flying" when he recounts the experiences
o f a m u l t i p l e c r a s h l a n d i n g o n a n i s l a n d i n t h e G u l f o f M e x i c o
a n d t h e s u b s e q u e n t r e c o v e r y o f t h e t w o v i t a l a i r c r a f t i n v o l v e d .



G U I D E T O C O N T E N T S

P a g e

1 F a m i l y H i s t o r y

2 P r e C A P A v i a t i o n B a c k g r o u n d

3 A r r i v a l a t C o a s t a l P a t r o l B a s e 1 1

4 C o n s t r u c t i o n o f B a s e 1 1

5 A r m i n g o f A i r c r a f t

6 E v a l u a t i o n o f E n e m y S u b m a r i n e A c t i v i t y

8 S i z e o f B a s e 1 1

9 A i r c r a f t T y p e s U s e d

1 1 M e s s A r r a n g e m e n t s

1 3 L i v i n g A r r a n g e m e n t s

1 4 U n i f o r m s

1 5 A i r M e d a l A w a r d s

1 6 D u c k C l u b M e m b e r s h i p

2 0 B a s e L o g o

2 2 F l y i n g S c h e d u l e

2 3 S p o t t i n g o f S u b m a r i n e s

2 3 C h a n d e l e u r I s l a n d I n c i d e n t

2 6 L o s s o f C a u g h l i n a n d D a v i s

2 9 F l e e t w i n g S e a b i r d f r o m G r a n d I s l e

3 0 " J o h n s o n " S i k o r s k y

3 0 I n d i a n C o o k

3 1 R e i m b u r s e m e n t f o r A i r c r a f t U t i l i z a t i o n

3 2 P o s t C o a s t a l P a t r o l A c t i v i t i e s



G U I D E T O C O N T E N T S C O N T .

P a g e

3 3 R e t u r n t o P a s c a g o u l a

3 4 E v a l u a t i o n o f t h e P e r i o d

3 5 C o m m e n t s o n C o n t e m p o r a r y P h o t o g r a p h

4 4 C o m m e n t s o n B o m b s i g h t



C I V I L A I R PAT R O L O R A L H I S T O R Y I N T E R V I E W S

C i v i l A i r P a t r o l O r a l H i s t o r y i n t e r v i e w s w e r e i n i t i a t e d i n

e a r l y 1 9 8 2 b y L t . C o l o n e l L e s t e r E . H o p p e r, C A P, o f t h e

C i v i l A i r P a t r o l ' s N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i t t e e . T h e o v e r

a l l pu rpose o f t hese i n te rv i ews i s t o reco rd f o r pos te r i t y t he

a c t i v i t i e s o f s e l e c t e d m e m b e r s o f t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l .

T h e p r i n c i p l e g o a l o f t h e s e h i s t o r i e s i s t o i n c r e a s e t h e b a s e

o f k n o w l e d g e r e l a t i n g t o t h e e a r l y a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s o f C i v i l

Air Patrol members who in their own unique way contributed to

the defense of our great country. Certainly not of a secondary

n a t u r e i s t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f i n d i v i d u a l s

a s C i v i l A i r P a t r o l c o n t i n u e s i t s g r o w t h .



K N O W A L L M E N B Y T H E S E P R E S E N T S :

T h a t I , , h a v e t h i s d a y p a r t i c i p a t e d

in an oral-magnetic-taped interview with Mo^ ,
c o v e r i n g m y b e s t r e c o l l e c t i o n s o f e v e n t s a n d e x p e r i e n c e s w h i c h m a y b e o f

h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i fi c a n c e t o t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l .

I unders tand tha t the tape(s ) and the t ransc r ibed manusc r ip t resu l t i ng

t h e r e f r o m w i l l b e a c c e s s i o n e d i n t o t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l ' s H i s t o r i a l H o l d i n g s .

I n t h e b e s t i n t e r e s t o f t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l , I d o h e r e b y v o l u n t a r i l y g i v e ,

t r a n s f e r , c o n v e y , a n d a s s i g n a l l r i g h t , t i t l e , a n d i n t e r e s t i n t h e m e m o i r s

and remembrances contained in the aforementioned magnetic tapes and manuscript

to the C iv i l A i r Pa t ro l , to have and to ho ld the same fo rever, he reby re l in

qu i sh ing f o r myse l f , my execu to rs , adm in i s t r a to r s , he i r s , and ass igns a l l

owne rsh ip , r i gh t , t i t l e , and i n t e res t t he re i n t o t he donee exp ress l y on t he

c o n d i t i o n o f s t r i c t o b s e r v a n c e o f t h e f o l l o w i n g r e s t r i c t i o n s :



PA H < I N S O N

C A P O R A L H I S T O R Y I N T E R V I E W

N u m b e r W N H C 1 , 8 3 - 1
T a p e d I n t e r v i e w W i t h : M r . M a r i o n F . P a r k i n s o n
D a t e o f I n t e r v i e w : M a r c h 9 , 1 9 8 3
L o c a t i o n : P a s c a g o u l a , M i s s i s s i p p i
C o n d u c t e d b y : L t . C o l o n e l L e s t e r E . H o p p e r , C A P

H. Parky, if you don't mind me calling you that, why don't you

just start off and give us a little background on where you
came from, how you got into aviat ion and things of that na

t u r e .

P. I s tar ted out in High School , my brother and I bought an a i rp lane.

My mother and father signed the note at the bank for us to buy
our own Jenny JN4D, a 1914 model with an 0X5 engine. We taught

o u r s e l v e s t o fl y a n d t h a t p u t u s i n t o a v i a t i o n . W e s t a r t e d

immediately carrying passengers and barnstorming and made enough

money to pay for the bamboo bomber, such as it was. I then stayed
in aviation as a fixed base operator down thru the years until

t h e w a r s t a r t e d .

H . W h e r e w a s t h a t P a r k y ?

P . T h a t w a s i n I o w a . T h e s t a t e o f I o w a .

H . W h e r e y o u b o r n i n I o w a ?

P. Yes, in Iowa. In Lyon county, the county seat was in Rock Rapids,

t h a t ' s u p i n t h e n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r o f t h e s t a t e o f I o w a . A b o u t 4 0

1



P A E ^ I N S Q N

m i l e s s o u t h o f S i o u x F a l l s , S o u t h D a k o t a .

H . A n d w h e n w a s t h a t . P a r k y ?

P . T h a t w a s i n 1 9 0 7 , A u g u s t 2 7 .

H . O k a y , g o a h e a d i f y o u d o n ' t m i n d .

P . W e l l , w h e n t h e w a r s t a r t e d I h a d a fi x e d b a s e o p e r a t i o n , b u t

n o g o v e r n m e n t c o n t r a c t , l i k e a C P T c o n t r a c t . W h e n D e c e m b e r 7 t h

t o o k p l a c e , U n c l e S a m l o c k e d u p a l l p r i v a t e a i r p l a n e s . S h u t u p

t h e o p e r a t i o n s . E v e r y t h i n g h a d t o b e l o c k e d u p , o r t h e r e h a d

t o b e a g u a r d 2 4 h o u r s a d a y o n e a c h a i r p l a n e . S o a s a r e s u l t ,

m y a i r p l a n e w a s l o c k e d u p . X d i s p o s e d o f t h e m o f c o u r s e , s o

n a t u r a l l y a s t h e w a r g o t u n d e r w a y I w a s l o o k i n g f o r a s p o t

w h e r e I c o u l d b e i n t h e t h i c k o f t h e o p e r a t i o n a n d h e a r d a b o u t

t h e m s e t t i n g u p t h e s e a n t i - s u b m a r i n e p a t r o l u n i t s n a t i o n a l l y .

S o I w e n t t o t h e s t a t e c a p i t a l a n d I j o i n e d C A P a n d m y s e r i a l

n u m b e r w a s 7 ^ 2 - 6 6 0 . I d o n ^ t k n o w w h a t t h e 3 s e t s o f n u m b e r s

m e a n . .

H , T h e y r e l a t e t o y o u r m i l i t a r y d i s t r i c t ^ s t a t e , w i t h t h e l a s t

g roup mean ing you were the 660 th member i n you r s ta te .

P. I s t h a t r i g h t ? G l a d I a s k e d , I h e a r d a b o u t t h e m s e t t i n g u p

t h e C o a s t a l P a t r o l b a s e s a n d t h e s u b m a r i n e u n i t , s o I t o l d t h e

s t a t e C o m m a n d e r a t t h e s t a t e c a p i t a l I w a s i n t e r e s t e d i n g e t t i n g

a s s i g n e d .

H . D o y o u r e c a l l h i s n a m e b y a n y c h a n c e ?

2



P A R K I N S O N

P . H i s n a m e w a s J o h n s o n , I b e l i e y e i t w a s P a u l J o h n s o n . H e

s a i d h e w o u l d g e t i n t o u c h w i t h m e . W e l l , t h i s w a s t h e m i d d l e

of June 1942. So in about a week I received a call to go to

t h e s t a t e c a p i t a l f o r a n i n t e r v i e w a n d t h e y t o l d m e I c o u l d

h a v e m y c h o i c e o f g o i n g t o a n e s t a b l i s h e d b a s e a t R e h o b o t h

B e a c h , M a r y l a n d o r a n e w b a s e t h e y w e r e s e t t i n g u p i n t h e G u l f

of Mexico someplace. They didn' t say Pascagoula or anything

e l s e j u s t s a i d t h e r e w o u l d b e a G u l f o f M e x i c o b a s e . S o I s a i d

I b e l i e v e I ' d l i k e t o g o t o t h e o n e s i t u a t e d o n t h e G u l f o f

M e x i c o , S o t h a t ' s t h e w a y I g o t a s s i g n e d t o t h e b a s e h e r e t h a t

was being establ ished. Landed in Pascagoula on July 5. The

personnel s tar ted coming in to the o ld a i rpor t here ca l led Raby

fi e l d .

H . H o w d o y o u s p e l l t h a t ?

P . R A B Y

H . R a b y fi e l d , o k a y .

P. I t w a s o n e o f t h e fi r s t a i r p o r t s d e s i g n a t e d i n t h e n a t i o n . O n e

o f t h e o l d e s t o n e s , o f c o u r s e i t w a s a l i t t l e g r a s s fi e l d . W e

d i d n ' t k n o w e x a c t l y w h a t t h e o p e r a t i o n o r h o w i t w a s g o i n g t o

f u n c t i o n f o r a d a y o r s o . T h e y q u a r t e r e d u s i n a C o a s t G u a r d

A r t i l l e r y B a s e t h a t w a s s e t u p o n t h e b e a c h w i t h g u n e m p l a c e m e n t s

f o r p r o t e c t i n g t h e s h o r e s . T h e y h a d 5 i n c h g u n s a n d w e r e m a i n

e d t h e r e f , o r b i l l e t i n g u n t i l w e g o t o u r q u a r t e r s b u i l t o n R a b y

fi e l d .

H . W h o b u i l t t h o s e q u a r t e r s , P a r k y ?

3



PARKINSCH

P. We built them ourselves from manpower on the base. We picked

up government buildings and disassembled them up in Monroevil le,
A labama. Moved them to Pascagoula and we assembled them and

that 's the way our quarters were set up.

H. Was that an old CCC camp or something up there in Monroeville?

P. Yes, it was. It was an old CCC camp. The patrol flights start

ed wi th in about a week. Al l patro ls were made in pai rs , two

airplanes. A pilot and an observer in each airplane. They had
two way radio back to the base. When we were coming out of the

area where we operated we could talk to our base. When we left

the a i rpo r t t o go to the a rea fo r pa t ro l l i ng we cou ld ta l k .

Other than that we had to maintain radio silence while on patrol.

Our ca l l le t ters were WXTBl l . They had a real powerfu l t rans

mitter at the base, but much of the radio equipment was inadequate.

H. Who owned the transmitter at the bases, for example. Parky?

P . T h e g o v e r n m e n t .

H. The government owned i t . I t wasn' t that somebody bought one.

P. N o . T h e g o v e r n m e n t a l s o s e t u p t h e b o m b r e v e n t m e n t a n d s t a t i o n e d

a unit of Army armament officers and crewmen to put the bombs on

t h e a i r p l a n e s a n d t a k e t h e m o f f .

H . D i d y o u a l l h a v e b o m b s i n i t i a l l y ?

P. W e d i d n ' t h a v e b o m b s u n t i l a b o u t 3 m o n t h s a f t e r w e g o t i n t o

4



PARKINSON

o p e r a t i o n . T h e b o m b r a c k s h a d t o b e f a b r i c a t e d a n d a s s e m b l e d

which was done at Keesler Field and Brookly Field.

H . You d idn ' t have to do tha t you rse l f . Kees le r and B rook l y d id

i t f o r y o u .

P. Ya . T h e s m a l l a i r p l a n e s c a r r i e d 3 0 0 p o u n d d e m o l i t i o n b o m b s

and the larger airplanes carr ied 350 pound depth charges.

H. D id you say 300 pound or 100 pound demos.

P. The small ones were 100 pounds. The large ones were 350 pounds.

P a t r o l s w e r e fl o w n f r o m d a y l i g h t t i l l d a r k i n p a i r s . M o s t o f

the t ime i t was with the lead airplane at 1000 feet and the

fo l l ow i :pa i rp lane a t 750 fee t . A t the t ime the Navy cou ldn ' t

do any patro l l ing because they were fight ing such th ings as

M i d w a y i n t h e P a c i fi c , a n d i n t h e A t l a n t i c a n d t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n .

T h e C o a s t G u a r d p a t r o l l e d t h e b e a c h e s f o r u s . To e n t e r o u r n e t

w o r k w e w e n t 3 0 m i l e s s o u t h o f t h e i s l a n d s a n d t h a t ' s w h e r e w e

c h e c k e d i n t o o u r n e t w o r k . O u r w o r k w a s n o t C o a s t a l P a t r o l i t

w a s c o n v o y p a t r o l . 9 0 % o f i t w a s c o n v o y i n g s h i p s . T h e s h i p s

wou ld make up ou t o f Texas , Lou is iana and A labama and converge

a t a p o i n t o u t i n t h e G u l f . T h a t ' s w h f e r e w e w o u l d s t a y w i t h t h e m

unt i l - the nex t Coas ta l Pa t ro l un i t wou ld p ick them up . I f they

w e r e t r a v e l l i n g e a s t i t w o u l d b e P a n a m a C i t y. T h e n t h e n e x t o n e

w a s f u r t h e r d o w n t h e F l o r i d a c o a s t . To t h e W e s t t h e y h a d G r a n d

I s l e a n d t h e n e x t o n e w a s B e a u m o n t . S o t h e y t r i e d t o k e e p s m a l l

p l a n e c o v e r a g e o v e r t h e c o n v o y a s m u c h a s p o s s i b l e . I t w a s n ' t

t h e m a t t e r o f d r o p p i n g b o m b s a s m u c h a s t h e n u i s a n c e v a l u e o f t h e

o b s e r v i n g p r o g r a m t h a t d e t e r r e d t h e e f f e c t o f t h e G e r m a n s u b s g e t -

5



P A R K I N S C ^

i n g t o t h e c o n v o y. T h e G e r m a n s u b s t h a t w e r e i n t h e C a r r i b e a n

w e r e t h e 7 5 0 t o n d o u b l e - w a l l e d s u b s t h a t c o u l d s t a y a w a y f r o m

G e r m a n y a s m u c h a s 3 y e a r s , b y b e i n g a b l e t o g e t f o o d a n d f u e l

f o r t h e s u b s . T h e r e f u e l i n g i n t h e G u l f w a s d o n e m a i n l y b y

M e x i c a n s a i l b o a t s . A b o u t 3 0 m i l e s s o u t h o f M o b i l e B a y w a s a

r e f u e l i n g p o i n t a n d s o m u c h o f t h e f o o d w a s p i c k e d u p a t G r a n d

I s l e . T h e i r C o m m a n d e r , t h e G e r m a n C o m m a n d e r o f t h e C a r r i b e a n

o p e r a t i o n h a d l i v e d i n N e w O r l e a n s f o r 1 5 y e a r s p r e v i o u s t o t h e

war as a Nava l a t tache ' a t t he German embassy.

H . Yo u w o u l d n ' t r e m e m b e r h i s n a m e , w o u l d y o u ?

P. N o , I d o n ' t . B u t h e k n e w s o m a n y o f t h e fi s h e r m e n o u t a t G r a n d

I s l e b y t h e i r fi r s t n a m e . T h e y w o u l d s u r f a c e a s u b a n d u s i n g a

m e g a p h o n e c a l l f o r d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f f o o d . O f c o u r s e t h e y p a i d

t h e m w e l l f o r t h e f o o d . T h e y h a d t o d e l i v e r t h e f o o d o r g e t

t h e i r fi s h i n g w h a r v e s s h o t t o p i e c e s .

H . E v e n a f t e r t h e y h a d t h e C o a s t a l P a t r o l B a s e a t G r a n d I s l e a n d t h e

C o a s t G u a r d s t a t i o n s a n d e v e r y t h i n g ?

P. O h y e s . C a u s e t h e y c o u l d w o r k w h e n t h e u n i t s c o u l d n ' t fl y . T h e y

w o u l d c o m e i n d u r i n g f o g g y w e a t h e r . J u s t l i k e o u t a t H o r n I s l a n d ,

where the Germans came up and s tayed the re fo r 2 days i n rea l

h e a v y f o g . C h a r g e d t h e b a t t e r i e s , t h e m e n h a d t i m e o n s h o r e o f

H o r n I s l a n d a n d n o b o d y c o u l d g e t n e a r t h e m , b e c a u s e t h e f o g w a s

s o t h i c k y o u c o u l d c u t i t w i t h a k n i f e . A s f a r a s t h e m t o r p e d o i n g

s o m e o f t h e s h i p s b u i l t b y I n g a l l s s h i p y a r d s , t h e y w e r e n ' t i n t e r

e s t e d i n t h a t b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e a f t e r o i l . T h e y w e r e s i n k i n g t a n k

e r s t h a t w e r e m o v i n g t h r o u g h t h e G u l f .

6
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H . O k a y , - s o t h e I n g a l l s s t u f f l e f t o u t o f h e r e e m p t y s o t h e y w e r e n ' t

i n t e r e s t e d i n t h a t .

P. T h e y w e r e n ' t i n t e r e s t e d i n t h a t . T h e y w o u l d r a t h e r w a i t u n t i l i t

g o t l o a d e d w i t h m e n a n d s u p p l i e s a n d t a k e i t o u t i n

t h e m i d d l e o f t h e A t l a n t i c a n d t h e n s h o o t i t d o w n . T h e e a s t c o a s t

s u b s w e r e t h e l i t t l e 3 5 0 t o n s i n g l e ^ a l l e d o n e s . T h e y r a n i n w o l f

packs and the C iv i l A i r Pat ro l Coasta l Pat ro l un i ts were qu i te
effective in damage to some of them. I don't know how many oir. the

s c o r e o r a n y t h i n g .

H . We l l , t he sco re i s supposed ly two . Pa rky, bu t I can ' t find any

e v i d e n c e o n i t .

P. We l l , i n t h e G u l f w e n e v e r d r o p p p e d a b o m b o n a s u b m a r i n e c a u s e

w e c o u l d n ' t fi n d o n e . Yo u h a d 4 5 s e c o n d s t o g e t o v e r a s u b i f

y o u d i d s p o t o n e . I f y o u ' r e a m i l e a w a y i n 4 5 s e c o n d s t h a t s u b

w o u l d s u b m e r g e a n d a n d g e t o u t o f t h e r e a c h o f a n y t h i n g . We w e r e

informed that the German subs carried in their torpedo chamber what

w a s c a l l e d a " p i l l e n w u r f e r " . T h i s w a s a t o r p e d o t h e y w o u l d s h o o t

t h a t w o u l d p u t o u t p i e c e s o f c l o t h , f o o d , o i l a n d e v e r y t h i n g e l s e

t o fl o a t t o t h e s u r f a c e . T h e u n i t s j u s t d i d n ' t fi n d a n y s u b s .

Now the re was one submar ine sunk i n t he Gu l f bu t i t was done by

t h e A i r F o r c e b y a B - 2 9 o n a t r a i n i n g m i s s i o n o u t o f S a l i n a s ,

S m o k e y H i l l A i r b a s e , K a n s a s . I t c a m e i n h e r e a n d s a n k t h e s u b

m a r i n e .

H . W h o h a d s p o t t e d t h e s u b , o r d i d t h e y j u s t s e e i t t h e m s e l v e s ?

P . N o , t h e y w e r e c a l l e d i n . I d o n ' t k n o w w h o s p o t t e d i t , b u t i t w a s
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down at the mouth of the river. What the German subs were doing

at the mouth of the river was waiting till a ship got in the pass
and then come up on the surface and use their deck guns and shoot
a hole in the rear end of the ship and of course the Navy didn't

have anything to pull them up, but the Army did, and the U.S. Army
was doing the work of keeping the mouth of the Mississippi open,

H. They were t ry ing to b lock the passes, in other words.

P. B lock ing t he passes . Tha t was a l l t hey we re i n te res ted i n .

H. Going back a l i t t le to the background of the base. Some of the

research I 've done indicates you had about 80 people here. Is

t h a t a b o u t r i g h t ?

P . Y e s , t h a t ' s a b o u t r i g h t .

H, How many of those were pilots? Do you have any idea?

P . Y e s , a b o u t 3 0 .

H . A b o u t 3 0 p i l o t s .

P. O f c o u r s e t h e r e w e r e a c e r t a i n c o n t i n g e n t , s o m e o f t h e m w e r e fi r e

m e n , o t h e r s w e r e g u a r d s , o t h e r s w e r e m e c h a n i c s , c o o k s , a n d s o f o r t h .

H . Yo u w e r e t h e E n g i n e e r i n g O f fi c e r , r i g h t ?

P . Y e s .

8
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H . Yo u fl e w a n d k e p t t h e a i r p l a n e s fl y i n g b o t h ?

P . T h a t ' s r i g h t . I w a s t h e n u m b e r 3 m a n f o r m o s t h o u r s fl o w n o n t h e

b a s e . A n d s t i l l t o o k c a r e o f m y e n g i n e e r i n g d u t i e s . I w a s p r e t t y

b u s y .

H . Yo u r e m e m b e r h o w m a n y h o u r s t h a t w a s b y c h a n c e ?

P. Y e s , I t h i n k i t w a s 6 4 0 p l u s .

H . T h a t w a s q u i t e a n a c c o m p l i s h m e n t , k e e p i n g t h e a i r p l a n e s g o i n g , p l u s

g e t t i n g t h a t m u c h t i m e i n t h e a i r .

P . E v e r y b o d y w o r k e d h a r d .

H . Yo u w e r e h e r e j u s t a l i t t l e o v e r a y e a r , a b o u t 1 3 m o n t h s , r i g h t ?

P . T h a t ' s r i g h t .

H . E v e r y t h i n g c l o s e d d o w n a b o u t A u g u s t o f 4 3 . H o w a b o u t y o u r a i r c r a f t ?

The reco rds I ' ve seen sa i d you had abou t 13 . Do you remember wha t

k i n d y o u h a d ?

P. T h e s m a l l e s t h o r s e p o w e r y o u c o u l d h a v e w a s 9 0 h o r s e s . T h a t c o n

s i s t e d o f 7 s m a l l S t i n s o n V o y a g e r s , m o d e l l O A , t h e y h a d 9 0 h o r s e

F r a n k l i n s . O u t o f t h e g r o u p o f l i t t l e S t i n s o n s , fi v e o f t h e m

b r o k e t h e i r c r a n k s h a f t , 8 0 m i l e s f r o m t h e b a s e , o v e r t h e w a t e r .

T h e y a l l g o t h o m e w i t h t h e b r o k e n c r a n k s h a f t . T h e s h a f t w o u l d

b r e a k j u s t b e h i n d t h e p r o p e l l e r t h r u s t b e a r i n g o n t h e f r o n t o t

t h e e n g i n e a n d o n t h e t h r o w s o t h e e n d o f t h e s h a f t c o u l d n ' t

9



PARKINSON
l e a v e t h e e n g i n e a n d t h e k n u c k l i n g e f f e c t o n t h e b r o k e n s h a f t

w o u l d k e e p i t r u n n i n g . O f c o u r s e , y o u l o s t t h e n u m b e r o n e

cy l inder, the f ron t cy l i nder s topped fi r ing so the boys came
home wi th 3 cy l inders runn ing. They 'd th row ever th ing over

b o a r d . E v e r y t h i n g i n c l u d i n g t h e i r s h o e s , a n d u s e h a l f - fl a p s

a n d w i t h a f u l l t h r o t t l e t h e y c o u l d m a i n t a i n 6 0 M P H . T h a t

b r o u g h t a l l 5 o f t h o s e a i r p l a n e s h o m e w i t h b r o k e n c r a n k s h a f t s .

H . A n d t h o s e w e r e a l l o f f s h o r e i n c i d e n t s ?

P. A l l o f f s h o r e i n c i d e n t s . T h e n w e h a d a g r o u p o f l a r g e r S t i n -

s o n s , b i g g u l l w i n g S t i n s o n s .

H . H o w m a n y o f t h o s e d i d y o u h a v e ?

P. 5 o r 6 . D i f f e r e n t , a l l d i f f e r e n t m o d e l s . H a d S t a g g e r w i n g

B e e c h c r a f t .

H . H o w m a n y S t a g g e r w i n g s d i d y o u h a v e ?

P . J u s t o n e . I t w a s l o s t a t s e a .

H . T h a t w a s t h e B T 9 7 t h a t D a v i s w e n t d o w n i n .

P . T h a t ' s r i g h t . T h a t ' s t h e a i r p l a n e .

H . A l l o f t h e s e a i r p l a n e s w e r e o w n e d b y w h o . P a r k y ?

P . W e l l , d i f f e r e n t i n d i v i d u a l s h a d t h e m a s s i g n e d t o t h e b a s e , s o m e

o u t o f N e w Y o r k , s o m e o u t o f D e t r o i t .
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H. Okay, but al l of them were owned by individuals, none of them

g o v e r n m e n t o w n e d a i r c r a f t ,

P. N o , t h e y w e r e a l l o w n e d b y i n d i v i d u a l s . S o m e o f t h e m w e r e r e a l

fine airplanes and some of them were borderl ine jobs that we had

to get new engines for. I was able to get some engines from the

A r m y A i r C o r p s f o r s o m e o f t h e a i r p l a n e s . L i k e s o m e o f t h e Wa c o s

t h e y u s e d t h e J a c o b s e n g i n e i n .

H . H o w y o u h a d s o m e W a c o s h e r e t o o ?

P . Y e s , w e h a d 5 o r 6 W a c o s .

H . S o t h e n y o u r a i r c r a f t c o u n t r e a l l y w a s b i g g e r t h e n t h e 1 3 t h a t

w e e s t i m a t e d .

P . O h y e s , I t h i n k t h e h i g h e s t c o u n t w a s a b o u t 3 0 .

H . Abou t 30 . The s ta t i s t i cs tha t I had were fo r a g i ven da te , and

t h e y m i g h t h a v e b e e n i n c o r r e c t , t h a t ' s t h e r e a s o n I w a n t e d t o

g e t t h e n c o n fi r m e d o r d e n i e d s i n c e y o u w e r e h e r e .

P. W e l l , w e c o v e r e d m o s t l y t h e m a i n p a r t o f t h e o p e r a t i o n s . I

co u l d t e l l yo u w e h a d o u r o w n me ss h a l l and w e d re w t he g ro ce r i e s

f r o m K e e s l e r F i e l d . W e g o t g o o d m e a t a n d p l e n t y o f m i l k . T h e

a r e a w a s s h o r t o f m i l k a n d t h e g r o c e r y s t o r e s j u s t d i d n ' t h a v e

a n y m i l k , b u t w e w e r e w e l l f e d . F o r e n t e r t a i n m e n t a t n i g h t w e

h a d o u r o w n c l u b . A n d t h e y d i s c o u r a g e d t h e b o y s a s s o c i a t i n g w i t h

t h e l o c a l p e r s o n n e l b e c a u s e t h e r e w a s i n f o r m a t i o n o n b a s e t h a t w a s

c o n fi d e n t i a l . S u c h a s t h e m a k i n g u p o f t h e c o n v o y s a n d t h a t i n f o r -
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mation was available for almost anyone who wanted to go into

t h e o p e r a t i o n s r o o m . W e h a d o u r o w n fi r e t r u c k a n d m e n w h o w e r e

t r a i n e d t o h a n d l e a fi r e .

H . J u s t g o o n . I ' m j u s t k i n d o f c h e c k i n g o f f w h a t I w a n t e d t o m a k e

s u r e I c o v e r e d w i t h y o u .

P . Y a .

H . Y o u ' r e d o i n g r e a l w e l l .

P. You th ink so . HA HA The hours were long fo r most o f the p i lo ts .

Of course if you were on the dawn patrol you didn't fly the dawn

pat ro l the next day, you 'd fly and even ing pat ro l the next day.

H . R a n g e o f a i r c r a f t . W h a t ' s a S t i n s o n l O A g o o d f o r .

P. W e ' d g e t s e v e n h o u r s m a x i m u m .

H . 7 h o u r s . I s t h a t w i t h n o r m a l t a n k s o r w a s t h a t s o m e e x t r a c a p

a c i t y ?

P . W e l l , t h e y w e r e f a c t o r y i n s t a l l e d t a n k s . B u t i t w a s , t h a t m o d e l

S t i n s o n c a m e o u t w i t h a s i n g l e t a n k o r t h e t w i n t a n k . A l l t h e s e

w e r e t h e t w i n - - t a n k e d a i r p l a n e s . A l l s p e e d s w e r e s e t u p , n a v i g a t i o n

a l ; p r o b l e m s w e r e s e t u p f o r 9 0 M P H , a n d a i r p l a n e s t h a t w e r e f a s t e r ,

you just s lowed 'em down.

H . S l o w e d d o w n a n d m u s h e d a r o u n d .
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P . Y e p .

H . G o a h e a d a b o u t y o u r l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s h e r e o n t h e b a s e .

T h a t ' s o f i n t e r e s t .

P. Wel l , they had hutments that were bui l t to handle the 8 man to a

hut. They were requisitioned from the government. They were about
a 12 by 12 or 14 by 14 hut with sides that lifted up and were

screened so that you had plenty of ventilation. The main large

building where all the toilet facilities and the staff quarters
and the meetings were held was a building maybe 8 0 feet long and
4 0 f e e t w i d e .

H. And that 's one of the ones you hauled down from Monroevil le.

P . Y e s , t h a t ' s r i g h t .

H. You mentioned that you had pretty good food down there based on it

b e i n g i s s u e d f r o m K e e s l e r .

P . R i g h t . I t w a s e x c e l l e n t f o o d .

H. About recreation. They really didn't l ike you going to town.

P. They didn' t mind us going into town, but they wanted us to have

o u r r e c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s i n a g r o u p .

H . W h a t d i d y o u a l l g e n e r a l l y d o ?

P . D a n c e a n d b i n g o , p l a y c a r d s .
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H . H o w a b o u t o n b a s e , d i d y o u a l l h a v e S o f t b a l l t e a m s a n d t h o s e

s o r t o f t h i n g s ?

P . N o , t h e r e w a s n ' t t i m e f o r t h a t .

H . D i d n ' t h a v e t i m e f o r t h a t . D a y t i m e w a s b u s y .

P. D a y t i m e w o r k w a s p r e t t y m u c h o n t h e g o .

H. What were your ru les about n ight fly ing? Did you do much night

fl y i n g ?

P. N o , o n l y r e t u r n i n g f r o m a c o n v o y p a t r o l a n d c o m e i n a t n i g h t ,

b u t n o n i g h t fl i g h t s .

H . W a s y o u r a i r p o r t l i g h t e d a t t h e t i m e .

P. No i t wasn ' t . You had to have some profic iency in be ing ab le to

l a n d i n t h e d a r k b e c a u s e t h e r e w a s n o l i g h t i n g o n t h e fi e l d .

H . H o w a b o u t y o u r u n i f o r m s ? W h a t d i d y o u a l l w e a r f o r u n i f o r m s i n

t h o s e d a y s . P a r k y ?

P . W e l l , e v e r y d a y u n i f o r m s w e r e c h i n o k h a k i s , a n d o f c o u r s e t h e

d r e s s u n i f o r m s w e r e a b o u t l i k e t h e A r m y A i r C o r p s d r e s s u n i f o r m s .

H . W a s t h e r e a n y t h i n g t o m a k e t h e m l o o k d i f f e r e n t t h a n t h e A r m y A i r

C o r p s ?

P . Y e s , r e d e p a u l e t s . R e d s h o u l d e r s t r a p s .
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H . D i d y o u a l l l i k e t h e m o r d i s l i k e t h e m ?

P. O h , t h e y l i k e d t h e m , t h e y r e a l l y d i d .

H . I a s k t h a t b e c a u s e s o m e d i d n ' t .

P. W e l l , I g u e s s s o . B u t m a y b e d i d n ' t . B u t I g o t t o t r a v e l a r o u n d

enough scrounging up equipment and stuff that they thought I was
w i t h t h e C a n a d i a n A i r F o r c e .

H. Canadian, Russian or somebody. I not iced one th ing in some pic

t u r e s t h a t I ' . v - e s e e n o f t h e p e r i o d . T h e s t a n d a r d C i v i l A i r P a t r o l

wing was a ful l eagle wing. Most of the people wore what looked
l i k e a A r m y A i r C o r p s w i n g w i t h a C A P s e a l i n t h e m i d d l e . Wa s

tha t a homemade th ing o r someth ing?

P. N o , t h e y w e r e o b t a i n e d t h r o u g h t h e N a t i o n a l H e a d q u a r t e r s .

H. Oh they were. The one with the regular air force wing came from

N a t i o n a l H e a d q u a r t e r s ?

P . W e l l , t h e o n e s t h a t w e r e a l l o w e d o n t h e b a s e .

H . I ' v e s e e n b o t h i n s o m e p i c t u r e s t h a t I ' v e s e e n o f t h e a r e a . T h a t ' s

t h e r e a s o n I w a s c u r i o u s . O f t e n w o n d e r e d w h y t h e y d i d n ' t w e a r t h e

s t a r i d a r d w i n g . T h e y j u s t c h a n g e d t h e m a r o u n d o r s o m e t h i n g .

P, A f t e r t h e b a s e w a s c l o s e d ^ t h e n e x t y e a r ^ A i r M e d a l s w e r e a w a r d e d

a t T r a v i s C i t y , M i c h i g a n . T h e A i r F o r c e fl e w u s f r o m a r o u n d t h e

U n i t e d S t a t e s f o r t h e b i g m e e t i n g a n d G e n e r a l L u c i e n B e a u m a d e t h e
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A i r M e d a l a w a r d s a n d t h e l e t t e r f r o m P r e s i d e n t Tr u m a n .

H . W h a t w a s t h e r e a s o n o f g o i n g a l l t h e w a y u p t o M i c h i g a n f o r i t ?

P. I d o n ' t k n o w. I t w a s v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g . T h e y p i c k e d u s u p a t

K e e s l e r F i e l d a n d fl e w u s u p i n a B 2 5 .

H . We l l , Esmond Avery was your CO down he re . Was he f rom Mich igan?

P . Y e s , h e w a s f r o m M i c h i g a n .

H . T h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l o t h e r s , l i k e J o h n n i e D a m y e r a n d A r t h u r B i l l e t

were Mich iganders , do you remember them?

P. O h , v e r y w e l l . T h e y w e r e t h e fi r s t o n e s t o j o i n t h e D u c k f r a t

e r n i t y . W e n t d o w n .

H. Oh they did, they were Duck Club members? That's one of the things

I w a n t e d t o c o v e r w i t h y o u .

P . T h e y w e r e .

H . W h o e l s e w a s a D u c k C l u b m e m b e r o u t h e r e ? D i d y o u g e t a D u c k C l u b

p i n f o r t h a t t h i n g o u t o n t h e C h a n d e l e u r s ?

P . N o . T o g e t i n t h e D u c k C l u b y o u h a d t o g o d o w n i n t h e G u l f .

H . W e l l , C h a n d e l e u r s i s G u l f t o m e . A t l e a s t i t w a s d r y t h o u g h . L a t e r

o n w e ' l l t a l k a b o u t t h a t i n c i d e n t i f y o u d o n ' t m i n d . B u t w h o e l s e

1 6



P A R K I N S O N

g o t i n t h e D u c k C l u b f r o m h e r e , d o y o u r e c a l l ?

P . T h e r e w e r e f o u r o t h e r s b u t I d o n ' t r e c a l l t h e i r n a m e s o f f h a n d . . ,

H . D i d t h e y a c t u a l l y g e t a D u c k C l u b e m b l e m t o w e a r ?

P . Y e s , t h e y g o t a d u c k t o s e w o n t h e i r s l e e v e s .

H . O h , o n t h e i r s l e e v e s ?

P . Y e s .

H . Y o u s a y t h e y w o r e i t o n t h e i r s l e e v e ?

P. Ye s , i t w a s a b l a c k d u c k w i t h s o m e g o l d e m b e l l i s h m e n t o n i t .

H . O h , i t w a s b l a c k a n d g o l d ? S o m e w h e r e I h e a r d i t w a s b l u e a n d r e d .

P. T h a t ' s r i g h t . I t w a s b l a c k a n d g o l d .

H . B l a c k a n d g o l d , m y b a c k g r o u n d m u s t h a v e b e e n w r o n g w t i h t h a t r e d

a n d b l u e .

P . W h e n D a m y e r a n d B i l l e t w e n t i n t o t h e G u l f t h e y w e r e fl y i n g a m o d e l

S M 8 A S t i n s o n . T h e i r e n g i n e f a i l e d a n d t h e y l a n d e d c l o s e t o a l a r g e

t a n k e r t h a t w a s f r o m S w e d e n . I t w a s a b r a n d n e w G e r m a n b u i l t t a n k

e r t h a t t h e S w e d i s h g o v e r n m e n t h a d c a p t u r e d a n d w a s u s i n g f o r h a u l

i n g c r u d e .

H . D o y o u r e c a l l a b o u t w h e n t h a t w a s , w h e n t h e y w e n t i n ?
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P . Y a , t h a t w a s A u g u s t o f 4 2 .

H . Yo u h a d n ' t b e e n h e r e v e r y l o n g t h e n ?

P. N o . T h e b a s e h a d b e e n i n o p e r a t i o n , t h e fl i g h t s h a d b e e n i n

operat ion about 30 days. Damyer and Bi l let were picked up by this

s h i p a n d t h e y d i d n ' t g e t b a c k t o t h i s b a s e f o r a a b o u t a w e e k .

They went to the ships dest inat ion where everi t was before they
l e t t h e m g e t o f f t h e s h i p .

H . Yo u a l l k n e w t h e y w e r e a l l r i g h t , t h o u g h ?

P. O h y e s , o h I s h o u l d s a y s o . Ta l k e d t o t h e m o n t h e r a d i o .

H . B u t t h a t w a s c r a s h e d - o n e S t i n s o n .

P . T h a t ' s o n e S t i n s o n t h a t w e n t d o w n t h e d r a i n .

H . S M 8 A , t h a t ' s a V o y a g e r ?

P . S M 8 A , n o t h a t ' s a l a r g e a i r p l a n e .

H . T h a t ' s a n o t h e r v e r s i o n o f S t i n s o n , h u h ? T h a t ' s o n e p l a c e m y

e d u c a t i o n i s v e r y l a c k i n g . I k n o w t h e m i l i t a r y a i r c r a f t o f t h e

p e r i o d b u t t h e c i v i l a i r c r a f t o f t h e p e r i o d I n e e d t o d o s o m e

s t u d y i n g o n . Yo u d o n ' t r e c a l l a n y o f t h e o t h e r s i n t h e D u c k C l u b

b u t y o u s a i d t h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l .

P . O h y a , I r e m e m b e r t h e m , t h e i r f a c e s , b u t I d o n ' t r e m e m b e r t h e i r

n a m e s .
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H . W e l l , t h a t ' s r e a d i l y u n d e r s t a n d a b l e , b e c a u s e a f t e r 2 y e a r s o f

resea rch I have abou t 8 names o f peop le who se rved a t Pascagou la .

P . I s t h a t r i g h t ?

H. Just in case you recall some of them yourself; Esmond Avery, Johnny

D a m y e r, B i l l e t , H o l d e n e s s , M e l H o l d e n e s s , J . D . H a m m e t t , C h a r l i e

Wh i t ake r, Ea r l S tuenke l , Bob Hes te r, John Hammond and o f cou rse

C a u g h l i n a n d D a v i s . A n d t h a t ' s a b o u t a l l I ' v e b e e n a b l e t o

i d e n t i f y . Y o u t h i n k o f a n y o t h e r s ?

P . O h , y e s . M a n y o f t h e m .

H . Y o u c a n t h i n k o f s o m e n a m e s ?

P . O h , y e s .

H . W h y d o n ' t y o u j u s t r a t t l e t h e m o f f t o m e .

P. W e l l , g e e w h i z , t a k i n g t h e m o f f t h e t o p , t h e y d o n ' t c o m e .

H . N o p r o b l e m . T h a t ' s o n e o f t h o s e l i t t l e e n r i c h m e n t t h i n g s , t h e

m o r e p e o p l e I c a n i d e n t i f y t h e b e t t e r i t i s . I t e l l y o u , y o u a l l

d i d a f a b u l o u s j o b b a c k t h e n a n d t h e r e , t h e c o n d i t i o n s i n P a s c a g o u l a

w e r e n o t t h e b e s t , b u t t h e y w e r e b e t t e r t h a n s o m e . L i k e G r a n d I s l e

a s a n e x a m p l e w a s a h o r r i b l e m e s s .

P. I fl e w d o w n t o G r a n d I s l e t o h e l p i n s p e c t t h e p l a n e s a b o u t o n c e a

m o n t h .
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H . O h , y o u d i d ?

P . Y e s , a n d P a n a m a C i t y , t o o .

H . O k a y , t h e n y o u g o t t o w o r k w i t h M u n t z a t G r a n d I s l e a l i t t l e b i t .

P . Y e s .

H . W e d i d a s i m i l a r o r a l h i s t o r y t a p e l i k e t h i s w i t h B i l l F a n d e r s o n

f r o m t h e r e .

P . I d o n ' t r e m e m b e r t h e n a m e .

H . B i l l l a t e r b e c a m e a n d A & E f o r o n e o f t h e a i r l i n e s i n N e w O r l e a n s .

H e w a s d o w n t h e r e q u i t e a b i t o f t h e t i m e . A l i t t l e m o r e b a c k g r o u n d

a b o u t t h i n g s a r o u n d P a s c a g o u l a . I n o t i c e d i n s o m e p i c t u r e a l o t o f

y o u r a i r p l a n e s h a d a b u m b l e b e e w i t h a p a i r o f fi e l d g l a s s e s o n i t .

Wa s t h a t s o r t o f y o u r l o g o ?

P . T h A t w a s t h e b a s e l o g o .

H . D o y o u b y a n y c h a n c e r e m e m b e r t h e c o l o r o f i t ?

P . N o , I d o n ' t . I t h a s r e d a n d b l u e a n d i t h a d y e l l o w a n d w h i t e b u t I

c o u l d n ' t t e l l y o u w h i c h w a s w h a t a n d w h e r e f o r n o t h i n g .

H . S o , i n o t h e r w o r d s , i f w e g u e s s a t i t w e ' r e a s g o o d a s a n y b o d y.

P . T h a t w a s d e s i g n e d b y a b o y f r o m P e r r y , I o w a . T h a t w a s a g u a r d o n

t h e b a s e . I c a n ' t r e c a l l h i s n a m e n o w .
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H. What was i t that brought a l l you lowans down here, was i t just that

a l o t o f y o u k n e w e a c h o t h e r a t h o m e .

P. N o , w h a t r e a l l y d i d i t w a s , t h e D e t r o i t W i n g w a s s e t t i n g u p t h e

base and they just didn' t have enough to go around. They cal led

on the Wing Commander from the state of Iowa for help.

H . C a u s e I n o t i c e d t h a t t h e r e w a s a n a w f u l l o t o f M i c h i g a n p e o p l e a n d

a n a w f u l o f o f I o w a p e o p l e . S o r t o f a s i l l y q u e s t i o n , b u t w h a t

d i d y o u d o w i t h y o u r s p a r e t i m e ?

P . T h e r e w a s n ' t a n y .

H . T h e r e w a s n ' t a n y ?

P . N o t f o r m e .

H , T h a t ' s r i g h t w i t h t h a t m a n y fl y i n g h o u r s .

P. There was no spare t ime. I f there was spare t ime i t was spent

s t u d y i n g s o m e t h i n g o r r e a d i n g u p o n r e g u l a t i o n s w e h a d t o k n o w.

A l l t h e p i l o t s h a d t o b e a b l e t o r e c e i v e 8 w o r d s a m i n u t e b l i n k e r .

H . Y o u h a d t o d o b l i n k e r a s w e l l a s M o r s e , h u h ? W e l l , b l i n k e r a n d

a u d i b l e t o o .

P . A n d 8 w o r d s a b l i n k e r i s p r e t t y f a s t f o r u s .

H . P r e t t y f a s t f o r a n y b o d y . M a y b e a l l r i g h t f o r a N a v y s i g n a l m a n , b u t

f o r a n a i r p l a n e d r i v e r i t ' s f a s t . A c t u a l l y y o u p r e t t y m u c h w o r k e d
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from daylight to dark. Either flying, and you say you had dawn

patrols and dusk patrols, were those in addition to convoy duty?

P. Well, no that's when the flying started at daylight and the flying

ended at dark. I f you were on a convoy, at dayl ight you were out

over a convoy. So you left maybe an hour before daylight or maybe

30 minutes before daylight. And you got in maybe 30 minutes to an

h o u r a f t e r s u n s e t .

H . D id you jus t ro ta te a i rp lanes? D id you ge t any ac tua l searches fo r

submarines or anything of that nature or just convoy coverage?

P. Well , i f we weren't on convoy we were working the search area.

H . O k a y , a t t h e s a m e t i m e ,

P . A t t h e s a m e t i m e .

H. Other than the St insons that broke crankshafts and made i t in , do

y o u r e c a l l a n y o t h e r a c c i d e n t s a r o u n d h e r e ?

P. N o . M a y b e t h e p a t r o l s h a d t o b e c u t s h o r t , l a n d o n a n i s l a n d b e

c a u s e o f f u e l s h o r t a g e o r s t a r v a t i o n . B u t o t h e r t h a n t h a t , t h a t w a s

a b o u t t h e o n l y t r o u b l e w e h a d .

H . M o s t o f y o u r a i r p l a n e s , y o u d i d n ' t h a v e a n y c r a s h e s o n t h e fi e l d

o r a n y t h i n g o f t h a t n a t u r e . Yo u e i t h e r m a d e i t o r y o u d i d n ' t .

P . T h a t ' s r i g h t .
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H . H o w a b o u t t h e s p o t t i n g o f s u r v i v o r s ? D i d y o u a l l s p o t a n y

s u r v i v o r s h e r e ?

P . N o , w e s u r e d i d n ' t .

H. And how about submarines, you didn't spot any submarines or drop

a n y b o m b s .

P . N o p e .

H . S o b a s i c a l l y y o u d i d c o n v o y d u t y i s w h a t y o u ' r e s a y i n g .

P . Y e s , t h a t ' s r i g h t .

H . H o w a b o u t t e l l i n g u s a l i t t l e b i t a b o u t t h e t h i n g o u t a t t h e

C h a n d e l e u r s .

P . H A H A

H . T h a t ' s a n i n t e r e s t i n g f a c e t a b o u t y o u r b a c k g r o u n d .

P . W e l l , w e h a d a n a i r p l a n e t h a t r a n o u t o f f u e l a n d M e l H o l d e n e s s

a n d h i s o b s e r v e r w e r e fl y i n g a F a i r c h i l d 2 4 a n d t h e y m a d e i t t o

t h e i s l a n d , b u t t h e y h i t a b i g l o g a n d k n o c k e d t h e l a n d i n g g e a r

o f f a n d d a m a g e d t h e a i r p l a n e . S o w e , t h e o p e r a t i o n s s e n t 2 o r

3 a i r p l a n e s o u t t o l o o k o v e r t h e s i t u a t i o n a n d fi g u r e o u t w h e t h e r

w e c o u l d l a n d . N o b o d y h a d e v e r l a n d e d o n C h a n d e l ^ u r y e t . T h e y

d e c i d e d y e s a n d w e s e n t a p l a n e o u t . S o t h e y s e n t m e a n d I t o o k

a mechan ic w i th me and went ou t and p icked the spot v /here everybody

s a i d w e s h o u l d l a n d . I t l o o k e d l i k e j u s t d r y d i r t . B u t t h i s d r y
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dirt was just a scum on the surface, and I landed on the bog and

p u t t h a t a i r p l a n e o u t o f o p e r a t i o n .

H . W h a t k i n d o f a i r p l a n e w a s t h a t ?

P . I t w a s a S t i n s o n V o y a g e r .

H . A n d y o u s a y y o u h a d a m e c h a n i c w i t h y o u ? Yo u r s e l f a n d a m e c h a n i c .

D o y o u r e c a l l h i s n a m e b y a n y c h a n c e ?

P. I t w a s E a r l S t u e n k e l . S o i n s t e a d o f p i c k i n g u s u p , t h e y s e n t u s a

c r e w a n d a c o o k a n d a t e n t .

H . B y b o a t , h u h ?

P. B y b o a t , t h e C o a s t G u a r d b r o u g h t t h e m o u t . A n d s o I s u r v e y e d t h e

d a m a g e a n d fi g u r e d o u t t h e p a r t s t h a t w e w o u l d n e e d t o r e p a i r u s , t o

r e b u i l d t h e a i r p l a n e a n d g e t t h e m fl y i n g . A n d s o w e w e r e o u t t h e r e

s e v e r a l d a y s .

H . B u t y o u w e r e i n c o n s t a n t c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h t h e p e o p l e b a c k h e r e .

P . A l l t h e t i m e b y r a d i o .

H . S o y o u w e r e n ' t r e a l l y i n a d a n g e r o u s s i t u a t i o n .

P . O h m y , n o .

H . W e l l , i t p r o b a b l y w a s n ' t f u n . I s t h a t t h e i s l a n d w i t h t h e w i l d

b o a r o n i t ?
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P. Y ^ . T h e r e w e r e a l o t o f w i l d p i g s o n i t a t t h a t t i m e .

H . D i d y o u e v e r s h o o t s o m e o f t h e m ?

P. Y a , a n d b a r b e q u e d t h e m a n d a t e t h e m .

H . W e r e t h e y g o o d .

P . N o , t h e y t a s t e d o f fi s h .

H . T h e y w e r e fi s h y p i g s .

P . T h e y w e r e fi s h y .

H . W h a t ' s y o u r a s s e s m e n t o f t h e t h i n g ? W a s i t a n i n t e r e s t i n g p e r i o d

i n y o u r l i f e ?

P . O h y a . V e r y m u c h .

H . W h e n y o u r e b u i l t t h e a i r p l a n e s , w h o fl e w t h e m o f f ?

P . I fl e w o n e o f f a n d C h a r l i e W h i t a k e r fl e w t h e o t h e r o n e o f f .

H . D i d y o u p r e p a r e t h e b e a c h a l i t t l e a t t h a t t i m e ?

P. T h a t ' s r i g h t . G o t t h e l o g s c l e a r e d . T h e r e w e r e l o t s o f l o g s o n

t h e b e a c h e s a t t h a t t i m e . S t u f f t h a t h a d w a s h e d i n f r o m s t o r m s

a n d n o p e o p l e o n t h e b e a c h e s p i c k i n g u p t h e d e b r i s a n d g a r b a g e .

I t t o o k a l i t t l e w o r k t o g e t t h e b e a c h r e a d y .
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H. You know we're in a hurr icane-bel t down here, d id you a l l get

a n y b a d s t o r m s w h i l e y o u w e r e t r y i n g t o o p e r a t e d o w n h e r e ?

P . N o , n o t r e a l l y .

H . I t w a s t h e g o o d y e a r s , h u h ?

P . I t w a s t h e g o o d y e a r s .

H . A n o t h e r t h i n g I ' d l i k e t o t o u c h u p o n . C a u g h l i n a n d D a v i s w e r e t h e

t w o p e o p l e w h o w e r e k i l l e d o n t h e B T 9 7 . Y o u s a i d t h a t w a s a

Stagger wing Beech. Whose stagger wing was it?

P. I t b e l o n g e d t o a m a n n a m e d M a t t h e w s . H u g h B . M a t t h e w s . H e n o w

l i v e s o n t h e w e s t c o a s t .

H . H a v e y o u b e e n i n c o n t a c t w i t h h i m l a t e l y ?

P . O h , y e s .

H . Y o u a r e i n c o n t a c t w i t h h i m ?

P . O h , y e s .

H . T h a t ' s o n e o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t i f I c a n g e t s o m e n a m e s a n d

a d d r e s s e s f r o m y o u I ' d c e r t a i n l y a p p r e c i a t e i t . I h a v e a l i t t l e

q u e s t i o n n a i r e t h a t w o u l d h e l p u s g e t s o m e a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n .

O n e o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t I ' m i n t e r e s t e d i n i s d o y o u k n o w w h a t

h a p p e n e d t o t h e r e c o r d s o f t h e b a s e .
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P . N o , I h a v e n o i d e a .

H . W e c a n n o t fi n d a n y C i v i l A i r P a t r o l r e c o r d s f o r t h e t i m e . N o w

y o u r c o n t r o l o r g a n i z a t i o n a s f a r a s t h e A r m y w a s c o n c e r n e d w a s

t h e 2 6 t h A n t i - S u b m a r i n e w i n g o u t o f M i a m i ?

P . R i g h t .

H. Since they were a regular Army Air Corps uni t at the t ime, a lot

o f t h e i r r e c o r d s a r e u p a t t h e A i r F o r c e l i b r a r y. A n d t h a t ' s

where I've been doing most of my research on Pascagoula. Back

to the Caugh l in -Dav is th ing . As I unders tood i t , i t was an ex tend

ed search wasn ' t i t ? D idn ' t you a l l spend qu i te a lo t o f t ime

t r y i n g t o fi n d t h e m ?

P. I s h o u l d s a y s o . T h a t ' s r i g h t . W e f o u n d t h e o i l s l i c k a m a t t e r

o f an hour or so af ter i t happened, but we spent qu i te a l i t t le

t i m e s e a r c h i n g f o r t h e m .

H . I have the coo rd ina tes . Geograph ica l l y where i s tha t . Pa rky?

P. W e l l , a b o u t 3 0 m i l e s s o u t h o f S a n d I s l a n d l i g h t . W h i c h i s a t t h e

S o u t h e r n t i p o f M o b i l e B a y.

H. That must have been almost your east boundary, wasn't i t?

P. N o . We w o r k e d m a y b e t o O r a n g e B e a c h , a n o t h e r 3 0 m i l e s , a n d t h e n

Panama C i ty p icked up .

H . O n e o f t h e s e g e n t l e m e n w a s a d o c t o r . W a s h e t h e b a s e d o c t o r ?
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P . H e w a s t h e b a s e d o c t o r .

H . D i d h e n o r m a l l y fl y t o o ? W a s h e a p i l o t o r a n o b s e r v e r ?

P . Y e s , h e w a s a p i l o t .

H . S o h e w a s r e a l l y b o t h . I t w a s j u s t a p p a r e n t l y h i s t u r n . D i d

y o u a l l fl y i n r o t a t i o n o r h o w d i d y o u p i c k c r e w s ?

P. W e l l , o n e o f t h e o p e r a t i o n s o f fi c e r s s e t u p t h e s c h e d u l e s , k e p t

t h e c r e w s s t a g g e r e d .

H . K e p t t h e m r o t a t e d s o i t w o u l d c u t d o w n o n f a t i g u e . W h a t d o y o u

r e c a l l a b o u t t h a t s e a r c h ? A n y t h i n g i n p a r t i c u l a r ?

P. N o , i t w a s g o o d w e a t h e r . W e f o u n d t h e o i l s l i c k r i g h t a w a y .

W e w o r k e d o u t s e v e r a l m i l e s f r o m t h a t s l i c k h o u r a f t e r h o u r . O f

cou rse no th i ng showed up . Now one o f t he w ing t anks washed asho re

a b o u t 1 0 y e a r s a f t e r i t w e n t d o w n a n d a b o y t h a t w a s i n t h e u n i t

i n t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l h a d t h e t a n k a t O c e a n S p r i n g s f o r s e v e r a l

y e a r s , a n d h e d i e d a n d t h e n i t g o t l o s t .

H . H o w w o u l d y o u i d e n t i f y a t a n k b a c k t o a p a r t i c u l a r a i r p l a n e l i k e

t h a t ?

P . B e c a u s e w e k n e w t h e s h a p e o f t h e t a n k , i t w a s a l o w e r w i n g t a n k .

H . Ya a n d t h e r e w o u l d n ' t b e t h a t m a n y B e e c h S t a g g e r w i n g t a n k s fl o a t i n g

a r o u n d .
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P . N o , t h a t ' s r i g h t .

H . T h a t w a s a fi n e a i r p l a n e b u t t h e r e w e r e n ' t t o o m a n y o f t h e m a r o u n d .

O n e o f t h e u n u s u a l a i r p l a n e s t h a t c a m e o v e r h e r e w a s G r a n d I s l e

brought the i r F leetwing Seabi rd here one t ime, d idn ' t they?

P . S e a b i r d . F l e e t w i n g S e a b i r d .

H . S e a b i r d ?

P. Ya, they brought i t over, I d id some work on i t . Had the boys do

s o m e w o r k o n i t . T h a t w a s a v e r y fi n e a i r p l a n e . I t w a s s t a i n l e s s

s t e e l .

H . B e f o r e w e p a r t c o m p a n y t o d a y I ' l l g i v e y o u a p i c t u r e o f a n o t h e r

F l e e t w i n g S e a b i r d t h a t w a s a t a n o t h e r C o a s t a l P a t r o l a i r b a s e .

P . O h , i s t h a t r i g h t ?

H . T h e c u r r e n t C A P N e w s h a s a l i t t l e p i c t u r e s t o r y a b o u t i t .

P. N o w, t h e r e w a s a r a r e a i r p l a n e a t B e a i a m o n t , I b e l i e v e . I n Te x a s ,

t h e Te x a s b a s e , m a y b e i t w a s C o r p u s C h r i s t i .

H . We l l , t h e r e w a s o n e i n B e a u m o n t , o n e i n C o r p u s a n d o n e i n

B r o w n s v i l l e .

P . I t w a s t h e J o h n s o n f a m i l y .

H . S i k o r s k y

2 9



PARKINSON

P. S i k o r s k y, y e s . I t w a s l o s t t o w i n g i t i n .

H . I t h i n k t h a t w a s o u t o f B e a i o m o n t i f I ' m n o t m i s t a k e n .

P. T h a t a i r p l a n e w a s q u i t e f a m o u s .

H . S o m e t h i n g t o d o w i t h A f r i c a , r i g h t ?

P . Y a , r i g h t .

H. That's been one of the really, interesting things, following

a i rp lanes around. Is there any th ing you can th ink o f tha t we
h a v e n ' t c o v e r e d , c a u s e t h e m o r e I c a n l e a r n t h e b e t t e r o f f w e a r e .

P. I t h i n k w e ' v e c o v e r e d i t r e a l w e l l . A l i t t l e h u m o r o u s i n c i d e n t ,

we had a very fine cook that was an Indian. And he was really

dishing out some good food. And boy, everybody was going for it.
He had the bes t s tew meat s tew and a f te r abou t a week we d iscovered

that all the dogs were gone. HA HA We found the dog bones under

t h e t r u c k . H A H A

H . S u r e h e w a s I n d i a n a n d n o t V i e t n a m e s e . H A H A

P. He might have been from Viet Nam but he could sure make dog meat

t a s t e g o o d ,

H . T h a t ' s t h e n a m e o f i t . G o i n g b a c k j u s t a l i t t l e b i t o n a f e w

things, Esmond Avery, was he your CO all the time?

P . A l l t h e t i m e .
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H . H e o p e n e d u p w i t h i t a n d s t a y e d w i t h i t t i l l y o u a l l c l o s e d d o w n .

P . T h a t ' s r i g h t .

H . G i v e m e a l i t t l e b a c k g r o u n d o n h o w y o u c l o s e d d o w n . T h a t ' s

a l w a y s i n t e r e s t i n g .

P . W e l l , t h e a i r p l a n e s t h a t w e r e h e r e w e r e u n d e r c o n t r a c t t o t h e

C i v i l A i r P a t r o l .

H . N o w , y o u s a y c o n t r a c t . H o w m u c h w e r e t h e y p a i d t o u s e t h e a i r

p l a n e s d o y o u r e c a l l ?

P. T h e y w e r e p a i d b y t h e h o u r f o r d i f f e r e n t m o d e l s r a t e d b y t h e

horsepower. The amounts I don ' t remember. I t wasn' t enough hard ly
t o p a y f o r t h e f r e s h e n g i n e s n e e d e d . A n d s o t h e A i r F o r c e a n d

t h e A i r C o r p s s a y s , " W e l l , w e n e e d s o m e f r e i g h t h a u l e d . " S o t h e

g o v e r n m e n t t o o k t h e a i r p l a n e s , t h e l a r g e r o n e s , t o B r o o k l e y F i e l d

a n d m a d e c a r g o h a u l e r s o u t o f t h e m . P u t i n p l y w o o d fl o o r s a n d

p l y w o o d s i d e s a n d t i e d o w n r i n g s f o r h a u l i n g f r e i g h t . A n d t h e

a i r p l a n e s l e f t .

H . D i d t h e p i l o t s g o w i t h t h e m ?

P. N o . M o s t o f t h e m w e n t i n t h e m i l i t a r y . M o s t o f t h e m w e n t i n t h e

A i r F o r c e .

H . N o w d i d t h e g o v e r n m e n t b u y t h e a i r p l a n e s f r o m t h e m ?

P . N o . T h e o w n e r s s t i l l l e a s e d t h e m .
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H . L e a s e a r r a n g e m e n t .

P . L e a s e a r r a n g e m e n t .

H , B u t t h e y d i d n ' t g o w i t h t h e i r a i r p l a n e .

P. I w a s s u p p o s e d t o t a k e t h e a i r p l a n e a s s i g n e d t o D e n v e r , 8 t h A i r

F o r c e . S o I fl e w t o T i n k e r fi e l d i n O k l a h o m a C i t y a n d g o t w e a t h e r

e d i n t h e r e . A n d t h a t ' s a s f a r a s I e v e r g o t . I g o t o r d e r s t o

g o t o E l P a s o , B i g g s fi e l d a n d fl y o n a s e a r c h d o w n t h e r e f o r a

B 2 4 t h a t s u p p o s e d l y h a d c r a s h e d i n M e x i c o . S o I w e n t d o w n t h e r e

a n d fl e w f o r I g u e s s t w o w e e k s h u n t i n g f o r t h i s a i r p l a n e a n d 2

o r 3 o t h e r p l a n e s .

H . Y o u a c t u a l l y w e n t i n t o M e x i c o ?

P. Oh yes. Our associat ion with the Mexican government was very

f r iend ly. The Mex ican mi l i ta ry end was out a t Ch ivawa Ci ty.
A b o u t 1 5 0 m i l e s s o u t h o f t h e b o r d e r .

H . O k a y, w h e r e w e r e y o u o p e r a t i n g y o u r s e a r c h f r o m ?

P . B i g g s fi e l d .

H . B i g g s fi e l d ? A n d t h a t ' s w h e r e ?

P. E l Paso . A m i l i t a r y base . So wh i l e I was t he re ope ra t i ng and

fly ing ou t o f t he re , I dec i ded t he wa r i s ge t t i ng s t r a i gh tened
o u t w e l l e n o u g h , I ' m g o i n g t o s e e i f I c a n g e t o u t o f t h i s

o p e r a t i o n . S o I w e n t t o t h e A i r F o r c e ' s O p e r a t i o n s O f fi c e r o f
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t h e A m y A i r C o r p s a n d t o l d h i m w h a t I w a n t e d . A C a p t . V a n ^

D e v e n d e r . H e g o t o n t h e t e l e t y p e a n d g o t m y r e l e a s e f r o m W a s h

i n g t o n . T h e y p u t m e o n a t r o o p t r a i n a n d I r o d e f o r t w o d a y s t o

g e t f r o m E l P a s o t o P a s c a g o u l a . I t h i n k i t w e n t t o W i n n i p e g

C a n a d a fi r s t . H A H A

H . A n d y o u c a m e b a c k t o P a s c a g o u l a a n d s t a y e d . B y t h a t t i m e y o u r

a c t i v e d u t y t o u r w a s o v e r . W h a t d i d y o u d o a f t e r t h a t ?

P . I s e t u p fi x e d b a s e o p e r a t i o n o u t a t t h e o l d a i r p o r t .

H . T h e y h a d s t a r t e d r e l e a s i n g s o m e c i v i l i a n fl y i n g t h e n ?

P . Y e s , i t w a s r e s t r i c t e d t o t r a i n i n g .

H . W a s i t a c o n t r a c t fl i g h t i n s t r u c t i o n s c h o o l ?

P . N o . J u s t o p e n t o t h e p u b l i c .

H . O p e n t o t h e p u b l i c . A n d t h e n y o u s t a y e d i n P a s c a g o u l a , w e l l I

k n o w y o u s t a y e d i n P a s c a g o u l a c a u s e y o u ' r e s t i l l h e r e . H A H A

P . Y a , t h a t ' s r i g h t .

H . I t e l l y o u i t ' s b e e n a r e a l p l e a s u r e t a l k i n g t o y o u a a b o u t t h e s e

t h i n g s , a n d a s I s a y, t h e m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n w e g a t h e r o n t h e

t r e m e n d o u s j o b y o u a l l d i d , i t w a s r e a l l y s o m e t h i n g . A n d a f t e r y o u r

a c t i v e d u t y t h i n g y o u w e r e n ' t i n v o l v e d i n C A P a t a l l .

P . N o , n o t a f t e r t h a t .
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P A R K I N S O N

W h a t f o l l o w s i s a t r a n s c r i p t i o n o f M r . P a r k i n s o n ' s c o m m e n t s w i t h

r e g a r d t o a r e v i e w o f a h u n d r e d o r s o c o n t e m p o r a r y p h o t o g r a p h s o f

B a s e 11 * s o p e r a t i o n s . C o m m e n t s f o l l o w i n s e q u e n c e o f t h e n u m b e r i n g

o n t h e p i c t u r e s .

H . L o o k i n g a , t p i c t u r e n u m b e r 1 , i s t h a t y o u r e q u i v a l e n t t o y o u r

c o m p a s s r o s e o n y o u r d i r t s t r i p ?

P. T h a t ' s r i g h t . I s h o u l d s a y t h e s e a r e g o o d p i c t u r e s ^ t h e r e ' s

t h e o p e r a t i o n s r o o m w i t h t h e T W X h o o k e d u p w i t h M i a m i , F l o r i d a .

H . Yo u o u g h t t o r e c o g n i z e s o m e o f t h e s e p e o p l e , e s p e c i a l l y t h e m e c h

a n i c s w o r k i n g o n e n g i n e s l a t e r o n .

P . Y a .

H . T h a t ' s a d i n g e d u p a i r p l a n e i s n ^ t i t ? N o , t h a t ' s n o t t h e d i n g

e d u p o n e .

P. T h i s o n e w a s d i n g e d u p . T h i s i s t h e o n e t h a t w e n t d o w n o v e r t h e

i s l a n d .

H . O h , t h o s e a r e t h e o n e s ?

P . Y e p .

H . T h a t ' s y o u r b o y s w o r k i n g t h e r e I i m a g i n e .

P . T h e s e b o y s a r e t o o .
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H . Okay, t ha t ' s no t gua rds , t ha t ' s mechan i cs . And the re i s you r rad io .

P. Th is is the rad io , we s tandard ized the rad io equ ipment on a l l the

ai rp lanes. Each a i rp lane had i ts own type of equipment. RCA and
L e a r a n d t h i s a n d t h a t a n d s o f o r t h . W h a t w e d i d , w e o b t a i n e d

a l l equ ipmen t exac t l y t he same . So t he un i t l i ke i n t h i s p i c t u re

cou ld be ins ta l led in my a i rp lane . So i f you had rad io t roub le you

c o u l d h a v e a n o t h e r r a d i o i n 5 m i n u t e s . Y o u h a d 3 w i r e s t o d i s c o n n e c t

a n d a c o u p l e o f l o c k s t o u n l o c k t o t a k e a l l t h e r a d i o g e a r o u t i n o n e

operat ion. Worked out very wel l . Th is is Esmond Avery, the base

c o m m a n d e r .

H . I n o t i c e d y o u a l l h a d s o m e l a d i e s , h u h ?

P . Y e s , I b e l i e v e t h e r e w e r e 4 l a d i e s o n t h e b a s e . T h i s i s t h e m e s s

h a l l .

H . W h a t ' s t h a t o n p i c t u r e 2 2 , e v e r y b o d y g e t t i n g M a e W e s t s , h u h ?

P . Y a , e v e r y b o d y g e t t i n g o n a M a e W e s t . T h i s w a s a D o c t o r o u t o f S t .

L o u i s .

H . W a s h d a y t h e r e o n # 2 7 , h u h ?

P . Y a . T h a t ' s w h a t i t i s . I t ' s i n t h e l o u n g e a r e a o f t h e b a s e . T h e

o b s e r v a t i o n t o w e r, i t w a s t h e b o m b r e v e n t m e n t . I t w a s m a n n e d b y

a n o r d n a n c e c r e w t h a t h u n g t h e b o m b s o n a n d r e m o v e d t h e b o m b s o f f

t h e a i r p l a n e s . H a d a b o m b r e l e a s e f a i l i n t h e f r o n t e n d a n d d r o p p e d

t h e f r o n t e n d o f t h e b o m b d o w n h a n g i n g u n d e r t h e a i r p l a n e a n d t h e

back end hung up and you couldn't t r ip i t . I come in and landed
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i t w i th tha t bomb scrap ing on the ground and the l i t t le p rope l le r

t h a t a r m e d t h e b o m b d i d n ' t t u r n , s o t h e b o m b w a s n ' t a r m e d . H A H A

H . L u c k y , h u h ? A p p a r e n t l y t h e s h a c k l e r e l e a s e d w i t h o u t p u l l i n g t h e

a r m i n g w i r e .

P. Y a , t h a t ' s r i g h t . J u s t t h e f r o n t e n d . I t w a s a 1 0 0 p o u n d d e m o

t h e y d r o p p e d d o w n t h e r e .

H . B u t i f y o u k n e w i t , I b e t y o u w e r e s w e a t i n g .

P . O h , I k n e w i t . I k n e w a l l a b o u t i t .

H . I f n o t h i n g e l s e i t c o u l d d r o p d o w n t o o f a r w i t h a s h o t t a c k e d

a i r p l a n e l i k e t h a t i t w o u l d c a r t w h e e l y o u .

P . T h i s i s t h e c r e w t h a t w e n t t o M o n r o e v i l l e t o d i s a s s e m b l e t h e

b u i l d i n g s u p t h e r e . T h e y w e n t t o t h e c h u r c h s u p p e r t h e y h e l d f o r

t h e m . T h e y b r o u g h t i n a b u n c h o f g i r l s a n d t h e c h u r c h s p o n s o r e d

t h e b o y s t o h a v e a d a t e w i t h a w h o l e b u n c h o f g i r l s w h i l e t h e y

w e r e t h e r e , a n d w h a t a t i m e t h e y h a d .

H . Ya , I i m a g i n e s o . W e l l , t h a t ' s p a r t o f t h e i r p a t r i o t i s m o f t h e

p e r i o d .

P. Ya , t h a t ' s r i g h t . T h a t s h o w s t h o s e 1 0 0 p o u n d e r s b e i n g i n s t a l l e d

o v e r t h e a i r p l a n e .

H . W h a t ' s t h a t p i c t u r e # 5 0 .

P. P i c t u r e # 5 0 . T h i s i s a p i c t u r e t a k e n a t M o n r o e v i l l e a n d t h e r e
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i s t h e c h u r c h w h e r e t h e y h a d t h e s u p p e r . T h i s i s a w e d d i n g . T h a t

t o o k p l a c e o n t h e b a s e .

H . D o y o u r e m e m b e r w h o i t w a s ?

P . N o i t w a s o n e o f t h e g u a r d s t h a t m a r r i e d a l o c a l w o m a n .

H . H e t o o k h o m e a s o u v e n i e r .

P . H e s u r e d i d . T h i s i s S o u t h P a s c a g o u l a . H e r e i s a p i c t u r e o f t h e

M i s s i s i p p i d e l t a .

H . O n # 5 3 , h u h ?

P . Y a . T h e b o m b d i d t h e a r m a m e n t w o r k . T h i s i s R o u n d I s l a n d .

H . R o u n d I s l a n d i s 5 5 .

P . Ya . 5 7 i s H o r n I s l a n d . T h i s p i c t u r e w a s t a k e n f r o m a Z Q C 6 W a c o

o f a n A i r m a s t e r C e s s n a .

H . T h a t ' s # 6 0 .

P . A n o t h e r v i e w o f H o r n I s l a n d . H e r e i s a v i e w o f C h a n d e l e u r # 6 2 .

H . T h a t ' s w h e r e y o u h a d y o u r f u n .

P . T h a t ' s w h e r e w e h a d t h e p i g t h a t t a s t e d l i k e fi s h .

H . F i s h y p o r k . I ' v e h e a r d o f fi s h y d u c k , b u t fi s h y p o r k I ' v e n e v e r

h e a r d , o f .
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P . H e r e ' s a p i c t u r e t a k e n o n C h a n d e l e u r .

H . A n d t h a t ' s y o u r c r a s h o n C h a n d e l e u r , r i g h t t h e r e .

P . Y a , t h a t ' s i t . T h a t ' s a p i c t u r e o f t h e F l e e t w i n g S e a b i r d . T h a t

w a s o w n e d b y a b o y n a m e d F l o r s h e i m .

H . O u t o f S h r e v e p o r t .

P . O u t o f S h r e v e p o r t .

H . I h a v e n ' t b e e n a b l e t o fi n d h i m t h o u g h . I ' v e a s k e d s e v e r a l

p e o p l e i n S h r e v e p o r t t o fi n d s o m e F l o r s h e i m s .

P . H e d i e d .

H . O h , h e d i d ?

P . H e w a s a y o u n g m a n .

H . C a u s e a n y b o d y w h o o w n e d a n a i r p l a n e t h a t e x p e n s i v e i n t h o s e d a y s h a d

t o c o m e f r o m s o m e s u b s t a n c e .

P. T h e y s a i d h e w a s a c o u s i n t o t h e F l o r s h e i m s h o e f a m i l y . T h a t ' s

w h a t w a s s a i d . I d o n ' t k n o w w h e t h e r t h a t w a s t r u e o r n o t . T h i s

f e l l o w w a s a p i l o t n a m e d C a r r o l l D a y , h e l o s t a fi n g e r . H e w e n t

h o m e o n s o m e s i c k l e a v e f o r t h e f a m i l y a n d h i s l i t t l e p e t d o g b i t

h i m o n t h e fi n g e r a n d b l o o d p o i s o n i n g s e t i n a n d h e c a m e b a c k

s h o r t a fi n g e r .
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H . L o s t a fi n g e r , h u h ? T h e c r a s h a b o v e i t o n t h o s e t w o p i c t u r e s .

P . Y e s , n o w t h a t t o o k p l a c e .

H . C a u s e t h a t ' s # 1 1 s o t h a t ' s y o u r a i r p l a n e .

P. T h a t ' s r i g h t . T h i s t o o k p l a c e c l o s e t o t h e a i r p o r t . N o b o d y w a s

h u r t . C a m e i n , l a n d e d i n p e c a n t r e e s a n d d e s t r o y e d a n A i r m a s t e r

C e s s n a . Y o u a s k e d m e i f t h e r e w a s a n y d a m a g e t o t h e a i r p l a n e fi e l d .

B u t , t h i s o n e I h a d f o r g o t t e n a b o u t .

H . W e l l , # 1 1 3 8 w a s a n A i r m a s t e r C e s s n a .

P . R i g h t .

H . D i d y o u h a v e a n y o t h e r A i r m a s t e r C e s s n a ' s h e r e ?

P . Y e s , w e h a d a c o u p l e m o r e A i r m a s t e r s . T h e y w e r e a fi n e a i r p l a n e .

H . W h a t ' s t h e o n e u p s i d e d o w n ?

P . T h a t ' s a n o t h e r A i r m a s t e r C e s s n a . I d o n ' t k n o w w h e r e t h a t o n e w a s .

W e l l , w e h a d 5 g i r l s o n t h e b a s e I s e e . T h a t ' s fi v e .

H . D o y o u r e c a l l s o m e o f t h e i r n a m e s . W e r e t h e y w i v e s o f s o m e o f t h e

g u y s ?

P . N o .

H . I k n o w t h e y h a d s o m e b a s e s w h e r e t h e w i v e s w o u l d g o i n t o a c t i v e

d u t y .

4 0



P A R K I N S O N

P. N o t h e s e w e r e n o w i v e s . T h e y w e r e o f fi c e k e e p e r s . I d o n ' t r e

m e m b e r t h e i r n a m e s e x c e p t o n e . I r e m e m b e r t h i s g i r l ' s n a m e w a s

M i l a .

H . M i l a .

P . Y a , s h e w a s a P o l i s h g i r l o u t o f D e t r o i t .

H . I s e e b y t h e p e o p l e s t a n d i n g i n t h e r a n k s t h a t y o u a l l h a d y o u r

m i l i t a r y d a y s t o o .

P . O n c e a w e e k .

H . O n c e a w e e k . S a t u r d a y o r s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t . S a t u r d a y i n s p e c t i o n .

P . Y a , t h a t ' s r i g h t . T h i s i s t h e b a s e C o m m a n d e r E s m o n d A v e r y . T h a t ' s

J o h n H a m m o n d - O p e r a t i o n s a n d B o b A n d e r s o n - I n t e l l i g e n c e .

H . O k a y , A n d e r s o n i s # 9 4 .

P . A n d t h a t ' s m e .

H . I w o n d e r e d w h o t h a t w a s . H A H A . T h a t ' s w h y I s a i d I ' d r e c o g n i z e

y o u .

P . Y a , t h a t ' s D r . D a v i s a n d D i c k E v a n s , h e ' s d e a d .

H . # 9 6 .

P. A n d t h i s i s t h e b o y t h a t w a s k i l l e d w i t h D o c D a v i s .
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H , C a u g h l i n .

P . Y e p , C a u g h l i n .

H . A n d t h a t ' s a l l e g e d l y t h e t a n k o u t o f t h e a i r p l a n e .

P . S a y , y a , i t c e r t a i n l y i s . T h a t ' s i t . # 9 9 . Y e p , t h a t ' s

r i g h t .

H . T h e s e a r e j u s t a f e w m o r e r a n d o m s h o t s a n d t h e r e a r e s o m e o f

G r a n d I s l e . B i l l F a n d e r s o n w a s h e l p f u l a n d l e n t m e h i s p h o t o

g r a p h fi l e a n d I c o p i e d i t . T h e r e ' s s o m e m o r e o f y o u r l a d i e s

a t P a s c a g o u l a .

P . Y e p . Y o u w e r e a s k i n g a b o u t t h e n u m b e r o f a i r p l a n e s a n d I s a i d

3 0 . K e e s l e r fi e l d h a d a fl y b y a n d w e ' d p u t a l l o u r a i r p l a n e s

o v e r a t K e e s l e r f o r t h a t . I t w a s a b o n d d r i v e .

H . A b o n d d r i v e .

P. A n d I t h i n k w e h a d 2 8 a i r p l a n e s . T h a t ' s t h e a i r p l a n e t h a t w e n t i n

t h e p e c a n g r o v e .

H . Y a , t h a t ' s t h e s a m e C e s s n a .

P . S a m e C e s s n a .

H . S o m e p l a c e a r o u n d h e r e l o o k s l i k e y o u h a d a n AT 6 c a m e i n .
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p . W e h a d q u i t e a f e w a i r p l a n e s c a m e i n .

P A R K I N S O N

H . J u s t c a m e i n t o v i s i t , h u h ?

P . N o , t h e y w e r e u s u a l l y i n f o r a n i n s p e c t i o n . M o s t o f t h e m w e r e

0 4 9 ' s , b i g o l N o r t h A m e r i c a n s . O b s e r v a t i o n .

H . O k a y , n o w y o u ' r e s t a r t i n g t o l o o k a t G r a n d I s l e .

P . O h , y e s .

H . T h a t ' s w h a t t h e y fl e w o f f o f . W e l l , y o u w e n t t h e r e s o y o u k n o w

w h a t i t w a s l i k e .

P . T h a t ' s r i g h t . G r a n d I s l e d i d n ' t h a v e a s n i c e a p l a c e a s w e d i d t o

o p e r a t e o u t o f .

H . H e r e ' s t h e I D c a r d f r o m B i l l F a n d e r s o n . T h a t w a s B i l l ' s I D c a r d

a t t h e t i m e .

P . Y e p , s u r e i s .

H . H e i n s i s t e d t h a t I t a k e i t . C a u s e t h a t ' s o n e o f t h e t h i n g s b y t h e

w a y , t h a t ' s a b o m b s h a c k l e . H e l i b e r a t e d a b o m b s h a c k l e ,

P . B 7 , y a .

H . H e t o l d m e t h e y h a d t o i n s t a l l t h e i r o w n d o w n t h e r e . T h e i r o w n

s h a c k l e .
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P . K e e s l e r fi e l d a n d B r o p k l e y fi e l d d i d a l l o f o u r s .

H . W e l l , t h a t ' s t h e w a y I t h o u g h t i t w a s . B i l l ' s r e m e m b r a n c e w a s a

l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t .

P. T h e C o m m a n d e r o f t h e A r m y A i r B a s e a t S a v a n n a h , G e o r g i a w a s a

M a j o r O r c u t t a n d h e d e s i g n e d t h e l i t t l e b o m b s i t e t h a t w a s u s e d .

H . W h a t , t h e b e e r c a n a n d b a i l i n g w i r e ?

P . Y e p . G i v e u s t w o m i r r o r s .

H . O h t h e y d i d ?

P . Y a , i t w a s t w o m i r r o r s i n a t u b e a n d i t h a d a l i g h t i n s i d e a n d

i t w a s s e t t o d o y o u r b o m b i n g a t 1 0 0 0 f e e t . T h e a i r p l a n e h a d t o

s t a y p e r f e c t l y l e v e l . T h e o b s e r v e r w o u l d fl y t h e a i r p l a n e u s i n g

t h e e l e v a t o r s , t h e a i l e r o n s a n d k e e p t h e p l a n e p e r f e c t l y l e v e l a t

9 0 M P H . T h e p i l o t w a s g o i n g t o d o t h e b o m b w o r k , u s e d t h e r u d d e r

a n d h e w o u l d s t e e r t h e a i r p l a n e o v e r t h e p o i n t a n d w h e n h e w a s

l o o k i n g i n t h i s m i r r o r t h a t ' s a l l h e w a s l o o k i n g i n a n d s t e e r i n g

w i t h t h e r u d d e r a n d h e s k i d d i n g t h e a i r p l a n e a n d t h e o b s e r v e r

wou ld keep t he a i r p l ane w ing f r om d i pp i ng down when he wou ld s t ee r

w i t h t h e r u d d e r . I f t h e a i r p l a n e w o u l d d i p t h e m i r r o r w o u l d c o m e

o f f t h e o b j e c t a n d y o u ' d b e l o o k i n g 2 0 0 f e e t a w a y f r o m t h e t a r g e t .

As you moved upon you r ta rge t you had th i s hand le i n you r hand and

y o u h a d t h i s p i c t u r e i n y o u r m i r r o r a n d w h e n t h e l i g h t l i t 2 l i t t l e

c o n t a c t s t o o k p l a c e a n d t h e l i t t l e r e d l i g h t c a m e i n t h e s i t e a n d

y o u h i t t h e b u t t o n a n d c l i c k .
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H . T h a t ' s a l i t t l e m o r e s o p h i s t i c a t e d t h a n I ' d h e a r d .

P . I t w o r k e d v e r y g o o d . N o w t h e s h a c k l e s w e r e p i c k e d o f f o f A 1 7 ' s

o f f o f M a r t i n i q u e t h a t w e w e r e s h i p p i n g t o t h e F r e n c h . A n d w e

h a d A l 7 ' s t h e F r e n c h h a d d o w n t h e r e a n d o f c o u r s e t h e V i c h y h a d

a l r e a d y t a k e n F r a n c e , s o t h e e n d o f t h e i r A i r F o r c e . T h e A r m y

A i r C o r p s w e n t d o w n a n d g o t a l l t h e s e A 7 b o m b s h a c k l e s o f f t h o s e ,

I m e a n B 7 ' s o f f t h o s e A 1 7 a i r p l a n e s .

H . I ' l l b e d a r n e d . H a d t o s a v e e v e r y t h i n g a t t h a t t i m e , h u h ? T h a t ' s

r e a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g . W e l l , I ' l l t e l l y o u i t ' s b e e n a l o t o f f u n .

P a r k y . I t h o r o u g h l y e n j o y e d i t .
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